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"It's a real shame, and we have close to 50 to 60 people that come down here for the natural beauty and the great
water," said Matt Meersman.

People can't enjoy the Suwannee and Withlacoochee Rivers because of a sewage spill from Valdosta leaking into
the rivers.

"| was bummed because we've heard about that happening in the past, and sometimes that's even kept us off the
river,' said Meersman.

Meersman and his friends enjoy visiting the Suwannee River to train for canoe races. According to the City of
Valdosta, heavy rains have caused about 7.5 million gallons of highly treated waste water to wash into the
Withlacoochee River, which connects to the Suwannee. Signs are posted around the Suwannee River State Park to
let people know about the possible dangers of swimming in the water.

"When it's impacted by stuff like this, it makes it hard on us to think about it as the pristine place that we like to
think of it as," said Meersman.

Meersman says there are other rivers around the area they can practice on in the meantime, but he says he's tired
of the spills.

"It's bad enough to see trash, but when you know there are things in the water that can hurt you that shouldn't be
there, that makes it pretty frustrating,’ said Meersman.

News Release: Florida Department of Health
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TALLAHASSEE- The Florida Department of Health (DOH) today issued an advisory to residents in counties
surrounding the Withlacoochee and Suwannee rivers. The City of Valdosta has reported a spill, made up of a
combination of storm water and partially treated sewage, that has overflowed into the Withlacoochee River. The
Withlacoochee flows south and connects with the Suwannee River.

Until further information is known regarding possible contamination of the rivers, residents are urged to take
precautions when in contact with the Withlacoochee and Suwannee rivers. This includes those individuals in the
counties of Hamilton, Madison and Suwannee.

Water contaminated by wastewater overflow presents several health hazards to humans and may contain
untreated human sewage with microbes that could cause gastro-intestinal and other diseases.

Anyone who comes in contact with the river water should wash thoroughly, especially before eating or drinking. ®
Children and older adults, as well as people with weakened immune systems, are particularly vulnerable to disease
so every precaution should be taken if in contact with the river water.

For more information about the potential health effects of wastewater overflow, Floridians are encouraged to
contact their local county health department. To find contact information for your county health department,
please visit http://www.floridahealth.gov/ .

Follow us on Twitter at @HealthyFla and on Facebook. DOH protects, promotes and improves the health of all
people in Florida through integrated state, county and community efforts.

News Release: Associated Press News

VALDOSTA, Ga. (AP) - Florida health officials are warning residents along the Withlacoochee and Suwanee rivers
to take precautions because of a spill of storm water and partially treated sewage upstream in Valdosta, Ga.

Valdosta reported a spill of about 9 million gallons in to the Withlacoochee River on Feb. 22-23 due to heavy rains.
The Withlacoochee River flows south and connects with the Suwanee River.

The Florida Department of Health says anyone who comes into contact with river water should wash thoroughly.
The department says children, older adults and people with weakened immune systems are especially vulnerable
and should take every precaution if they have contact with river water.

The city of Valdosta says it is making improvements to the Withlacoochee Water Pollution Control Plant to prevent
future problems.
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SkippyJiffy ¢ 2 years ago
Obama.
A v « Reply « Share»

Jeezelouise * 2 years ago

How many times in the past three years has this happened??? Jeeze Louise, wake up Valdosta!
Mayo Florida is tired of your carelessness!! The River is tired of you.
A v « Reply « Share»

Bearcat6 ¢ 2 years ago

Can't get anything good for the Apalachicola but this never seems to end.
A v o+ Reply « Share»

TruthlsAnlllusion & Bearcat6 * 2 years ago

I'm not sure this would be good for Apalach.
A v « Reply « Share»

Bearcat6 < TruthlsAnlllusion ¢ 2 years ago

Absolutely not good!
A v « Reply ¢ Share»

TruthlsAnlllusion ¢ 2 years ago

Valdosta again? Just a heads up people at the sewage treatment plant in Valdosta, your system is
inadequate if you somehow haven't already figured that out.

3 A~ v - Reply « Share»

william shiver ¢ 2 years ago

If the city or county can't handle the waste they ought to make it a law to put septic tanks back in
place. You never hear of them overflowing and contaminating the rivers.

2~ v - Reply « Share»

william shiver ¢ 2 years ago

It's the same plant every time. | used to live in Valdosta. You would think after the 6th spill the Feds
would step in and do something. It happens way too often, if | am not mistaken this is the third time in
ayear!

4 ~ ~ - Reply « Share»

Alex Edwards ° 2 years ago

Georgia seriously needs to get on point with it's water and waste management, there have been way
to many accidents leading to sewage leaks to be simple mistakes.
1A~ v - Reply « Share»
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This comment was deleted.

Roger ” Guest * 2 years ago

You have got to be kidding me!!! How would it look if the local septic company's in Florida
drained there tanks into the YMCA pool and community fishing ponds???7?

1A v < Reply « Share»

Bearcat6 # Roger * 2 years ago

Take a break from the Jack and chill, and then read again what was posted.
A v « Reply « Share>»
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